
The largest university in Europe

The oldest university in Rome



ω SapienzaUniversityof Romewas founded on April 20, 1303 by
PopeBonifaceVIIIastheάStudium¦Ǌōƛǎέ.

ω In 1431, Pope EugeneIV reorganizedthe university into four
faculties (Law, Medicine, Philosophy and Theology) and
purchasedthe building,whichwould later housethe Sant'Ivoalla
Sapienzachurch, a baroque masterpiece built by Francesco
Borromini

ω In 1808, the Facultieswere SacredSciences, Law, Philosophy,
MedicineandSurgery, Philology.

ω In 1904, the UmbertoI GeneralHospitalwasinauguratednext to
the Termini Railway Station, as a university hospital and
headquartersof the Facultyof MedicineandSurgery.

ω In 1935, the new university campus designed by Marcello
Piacentini was inaugurated in the same area as the Termini
RailwayStationandthe UmbertoI GeneralHospital

Sapienza University of Rome - A BRIEF HISTORY



· 111.602+Enrolled students  2015/16

· 6.574International students  2015/16

· 4.002 Academics 

· 2.243Administrative Staff

· 1.919Staff at University Hospitals

· 152First Cycle (Bachelor)  2015/16

· 102 Second Cycle (Master)  2015/16

· 13Single Cycle University Degrees 2015/16

· 25 International Programmes 

· 78PhD Courses 2015/16

· 88Specialization Schools  2015/16

· 55Courses with double degree

· 241Professional Master Degrees  2015/16

Sapienza University of Rome - SOME FIGURES



11 Faculties

63 
Departments

55 Libraries

18 Museums
2 University

Hospitals

2 Schools

25 
Research
Centres

SAPIENZA IS ORGANISED INTO 11 FACULTIES:

ω Architecture

ω Arts and Humanities

ω Civil and Industrial Engineering

ω Economics

ω Information Engineering, Informatics Statistics

ω Law

ω Mathematics, Physics, and Natural Sciences

ω Medicine and Dentistry

ω Medicine and Psychology

ω Pharmacy and Medicine

ω Political Science, Sociology, and 
Communication Science

and 2 Schools:

ω Advanced Studies

ω Aerospace Engineering

Sapienza University of Rome - STRUCTURES



ω TheItalian Constitution,adopted in 1947, containsthe main principlesat the basisof the

Italian educationalsystemand, in particular,highereducation. Article 33 of the constitution
statesthatάΧart and scienceare free and the teachingthereofshallbe free.έIn defenceof
academicfreedom,the articlealsostatesthat all highereducationinstitutionsάhavethe right
to establishtheir ownregulationsautonomously, within the limits setby national legislation.έ

ω A significantreform process,which beganin 1989 (Bill n.168), led to the creationof the

Ministry for Universitiesand Research,as a separateentity from the Ministry of National
Education. It assertedthe principle of university autonomy in management,financialand
budgetary issues, teaching (organisation of degree courses along with all related
teaching/learningservices)andresearch.

ω An evenmore substantialreform was approvedin 1999. Themain purposeof the reform

was to grant full autonomy to universities for managementand finance as well as for
teachinganddidacticplanning. Thereform took into accountthe principlesof the Sorbonne
Declaration and the Bologna Declaration, promoting the creation of a EuropeanHigher
EducationAreathroughthe harmonizationof the different Europeaneducationalsystems. As
a consequence,universitiesimplementeda reorganizationof their degreeprogrammesanda
redefinitionof the relativedegreesandqualifications.

Higher Education in Italy
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Italian Higher Education System



ω In 2001, the former Ministry for Universitiesand Scientificand TechnologicalResearch(MURST)was
mergedwith the Ministry for Education(MPI) to establishthe Ministry for Education,University and
Research(MIUR). MIURpromotes scientificand technologicalresearchas well as the developmentof
both universities and other equivalent higher education institutions. It plans and coordinates
developmentsand changesin the universitysystem. It allocatesfunds to individualuniversitiesand co-
ordinates Italian participation in EU and international programmesrelated to higher education and
scientificandtechnologicalresearch.

Other maininstitutional bodiesinclude:

ω National University Council(CUN) - an independent,electedbody, composedof representativesfrom
Italianuniversities. It carriesout advisoryfunctionson matterssuchasuniversitydevelopmentplanning,
funding issues,policies,approval of university teaching regulations,definition of main subject areas,
recruitment of teachingandresearchstaff.

ω Italian University wŜŎǘƻǊǎΩConference(CRUI)ςcomposedof Rectorsfrom both state and non-state
universities,its role is to investigateand analyseissuesregardingthe university system,to represent
university needs to government and parliament, to express opinions on development plans for
universities,andto promote andsustainuniversityinitiativesat the nationalandinternational level.

ω National Committee for University SystemAssessment- composedof 9 qualified expertsin university
quality assessmentappointed by the Ministry. Their main tasksare to set the generalcriteria for the
assessmentof universityactivity, to revisethe information universitiesare required to submit annually,
and implement Ministry requestsand activities related to quality assurancesuch as further advisory
roles,definition of standards,parametersandregulations,etc.

Higher Education in Italy



ωIn 2010, Italian public university governance 
underwent a comprehensive reform. The reform 
ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ŀ ΨstandardizedΩ ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ 
institutional governance made of six central 
bodies: three governing bodies (Rector, 
Academic Senate and Administrative Board), 
two auxiliary, evaluative and controlling bodies 
(Internal Evaluation Unit and Board of 
Auditors), and one managerial body (General 
Director)

Higher Education in Italy



RECTOR
Executive leader

ACADEMIC SENATE 
Body of academic management 
(responsablefor teaching and 

research)

ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD
Body of administrative 

management (responsible for 
finance and strategic planning)

INTERNAL EVALUATION UNIT
Performs internal evaluation of 
administrative management, 

teaching and research

BOARD OF AUDITORS
Checks accountability, financial 

and economic mangement

General Director
Responsible for management 

and organization

Higher Education in Italy

MINISTRY OF EDUCATION, UNIVERSITY AND RESEARCH (MIUR)

DEPARTMENTS Affiliation structures of academics; management of teaching and research

3 external 

members

Max 35

members
Max 11 members

Min 2-3 externals

Majority of 

external members



The Rector representsά{ŀǇƛŜƴȊŀέin all legal purposes and
guaranteesits autonomyand unity. TheRectoris elected from
tenured full-time professorsand has a single,non-renewable,
six-year term. TheRectornominatesa Deputy Rector to act on
his behalf when he is absent or unavailable; moreover, he
empowersa boardof DeputyRectorsandDelegatesto perform
dutiesin specificfields.

TheAcademicSenateis responsiblefor directing,programming,

coordinating,and evaluatinguniversity curricular and research

activities. TheAdministrativeBoard is in chargeof financialand

administrativeissues,includingpersonnelorganisation,financial

sustainabilityandproprietarymanagement.

TheAcademicSenateand the Administrative Boarddetermine

the strategic goals in cultural, scientific, and teaching

policies,eachto the extentof its respectivecompetence.

RECTOR

GENERAL DIRECTOR 

DeputyRectorsand Delegates

ACADEMIC SENATE

ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD

DEPUTY RECTOR

The AdministrativeStructure is headedby the GeneralDirector,

to whom the Universitystatute attributes direct responsibilityfor

the implementationof all activitiesrequired by centralgoverning

organs,as well as the coordinationof all universitymanagement

and administration. AdministrativeOfficesare organizedon the

basis of specific competences and homogenous areas of

expertise.

Sapienza University of Rome - GOVERNANCE


